Superovulation.
Development of a superovulation technique that is successful, safe, and commercially available would revolutionize the equine breeding industry. However, the reality is that ovulation rates for mares following existing superovulatory treatment are much lower than for cattle. This dichotomy has been attributed to the relatively limited area available in the ovulation fossa for ovulation to occur, combined with the large size of the equine preovulatory follicle. In addition, the number of ovulations in the mare may be limited physiologically by the size of the follicular cohort that may be rescued by administration of gonadotropins. Clearly, additional research effort is necessary to optimize superovulation treatment regimens in the mare.